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New Book Guides Selection and Use of Quality Nonfiction for Children
ORONO, Maine -- From dinosaurs to sports, mummies to the Industrial Revolution, the
facts and mysteries of the world intrigue imagination and inspire learning. Human
curiosity -- the fascination with the who, what, where and why of life begins early, and
that's why good nonfiction is so important, according to the authors of a new book,
"Making Facts Come Alive: Choosing Quality Nonfiction Literature K-8."
University of Maine education professors Rosemary Bamford and Janice Kristo, who
edited and contributed chapters to the book, point out that nonfiction literature for
children is plentiful, producing a "veritable banquet" of titles for educators. Publication
of nonfiction books for children is growing in demand to the market generated by
parents, schools and libraries. The challenge is in making critical choices that are best for
elementary and middle school students -- nonfiction that will fuel that young thirst for
knowledge and spark more inquiry and exploration.
Children want information, and they want to learn, say Bamford and Kristo. "There are
too many well-written and beautifully designed nonfiction books available to include
out-of-date and poorly written titles in our classroom collections. We need to provide
children with the highest quality to expect optimum learning."
"Making Facts Come Alive" brings together 16 nationally recognized educators and
children's literature specialists who provide expertise on selecting and sharing the best
nonfiction. The book offers practical help to evaluate and select nonfiction, examine and
determine the best titles for specific curricular areas, and to explore nonfiction with
students in the classroom, as well as 11 guides to distinguished nonfiction, including
activities that will help engage and challenge readers. It concludes with an annotated
bibliography of Orbis Pictus award-winning, Honor and Notable nonfiction titles for
children selected annually by the National Council of Teachers of English. "Making
Facts Come Alive" is published by Christopher-Gordon Publishers, Inc., Norwood,
Massachusetts.
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